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egav Despite 
proqess, county's I 
scars stiU show 
By Teresa H. Sharp 
Special to the Eclzo 

The Niagara Cou~ity landscape 
has changed in the 25 years since 
the first Earth Day was celebrated, 
but for better or worse? 

Landfills climb into the sky, but 
work progresses on cleaning up 
five of the county's six federal 
Superfund sites, with the one that 
started it all - Love Canal - 
nearly as entirely resettled as it 
can be. 

There are six federal Superfund 
sites in Niagara County: Love 
Canal, the 102nd Street landfill, 
the S-Area landfill, the Hyde Park 
landfill, Niagara County Refuse 
site and Forest Glen. 

The state's only commercial 
hazardous waste landfill - located 
i11 Lewiston - gave up on inciner- 
ation for 10 years in an historic 
agreement that allowed it to 
expand its landfill. But the long- 
term fate of the Niagara Falls Stor- 
age Site - the wartime storage 
facility for residues fro111 the atom 
bomb project - rernains in 
question. 

"I hate the word 'containment,"' 
said Joan Gipp of Lewiston, a state 
representative to the Great Lakes 
Commission. "I don't believe 
there is any such thing. In Porter 
and Lewiston, there are 2,500 
acres of land that man will never 
be able to use again. The term 'se- 
cure landfill' is an oxymoron. All 
contaminants ultimately migrate." 

"It comes down to dollars," said 
Joseph Urso of Niagara Falls, a 
member of the Niagara River 
Anglers Association. "We'll never 
get back to the way we were. 
There are abandoned sites all 
around us. That land in Lewiston 
and Porter was prime agricultural - 
land." 

Frank Sch~eppati, Nlagara Falls' 
d~rector of environmental servlc- 
es, noted that when it comes to 
rernovlng materials, "It's always to 
sonieone else's backyard. A lot of 
thls 1s about property values. Peo- 
ple don't mmd havmg the slte 
there, but don't want 11 to be 
capped there. They're not con- 
cerned until there 1s remed~atlon." 

Arthur V. Lynnworth, manager 
of Occldentdl Chem~cal Corp.'s 
Nlagara Plant on Buffalo Avenue, 
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said, "We need better awareness 
of ultimate land use. We need 
some preserved land and some 
economic developri~ent areas." 

Some decisions have already 
been made; some are yet to come. 

The Niagara Falls Storage Site 
is a 191-acre dump on Pletcher 
Road in Lewiston where the U.S. 
Department of Energy buried 
22,000 tons of radioactive waste, 
beginning in 1944 with the Man- 
hattan Project. It has been esti- 
mated by the DOE that it could 
cost between $15 million and $100 
million to clean up the site. 

The DOE is awaiting an evalua- 
tion of the site from the National 
Academy of Sciences a s  to  
whether it feels the current site is 
adequate to protect residents for 
10,000 years, accordirig to Ronald 
Kirk, the DOE'S site manager. 

"There are indications they'll be 
delayed," Kirk said of the acade- 
my. "But the final report is due 
this ,Tlley haven't briven us CWM's plans for incineration. 
ally indication which way they'll After lengthy negotiations, an 
lean (contain or move the contarlli- accord also was reached between 
nants). But they haven't given us the Town of Lewiston arid Modern 
any indication there's any immedi- Landfill Inc. last month that allows 
ate health issues." Modern to expand its landfill to a 

Lewiston - and adjoining Par- height of 95 feet, but will shut it 
ter - also are home to the state's down in 16 years. In exchange, the 
sole hazardous waste dump site - town receives free collection and 
CWM Chemical Services Inc. recycling services, a host fee, and 
According to Bidjan Iiostami, an Modem finances the closing of the 
ewironmental engineer with the old town landfill. 
state Department of EnvlronmeIl- "We're just moving the toxins 
tal Conservation, CWM has nine from one natural resource to 
"secure, closed landfillsw and a another," said Lewiston's Gipp. 
10th "is still opell, but it will be "Frorn the Niagara River to land- 
capped in another n~ontll." fills to incineration, we're just 

111 addition, CWM received a shifting it around. I'm concerned 
permit this past year for a new about communities selling their 
active landfill - dubbed liesidual natural resources for money. ... 
Management Unit-1 - which will You can't eat or drink money." 
be in operation for eight years. 

'The deal was struck as part of 
an historic agreement between 
CWM - and the municipalities 
directly illvolved and a citizen's 
group interested in staving off 
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